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MOKE SECESSION

Tlie news is that the people of Canca

and Antioquoia are anxious to follow Pan ¬

amas example seceding from Colombia

and becoming part of the Isthmian Re-

public

¬

Cauci lies next to Panama and
though separated from the Isthmus by a
high range of mountains extending from

ocean to ocean it has free communication

with Panama by the way of the Pacific
It is in effect a long narrow shelf extend-

ing
¬

along the Pacific for 500 miles with
the lofty range of the Cordillera Occiden-

tal
¬

following the curve of the ocean at a

distance of about 100 miles
Cauca will benefit more than any other

jiatt of Colombia by the construction of
the canal since its only outlet is the Pa-

cific

¬

It being the most northern part of
South America is of coarse farthest from
Cape Horn and its products hare to make

the longest and most roundabout journey
to seek the markets of the world

The Proivnce of Antioquoia lies up in
the mountains remote from the sea shore
but the people are styled the Ynnkees of
South America and have more enterprise
and thrift than any others in the Repub-

lic

¬

They are anxious for trade and com-

merce
¬

with the United States and recog-

nize

¬

their best opportunities as lying with
this country rather than with the turbulent
Colombians

The latest statistics give Antioquoia an
area of 2231G square miles or about the
same as that of West Virginia with a
population of 470O0O about 21 to the
squire mile This it will be seen would
make a very respectable State The
Province of Cauca is much larger and has
257402 square miles or about the size of
Texas with a population of 021000 It
is much more thinly settled however the
average being but 24 persons to the square
mile

If these two Prorinces should unite
themselves with Panama it would take
away from the United States of Colombia
311349 square miles of the total of 504
773 of the Republic or just three fifths
and 1375000 of the total of 33S7000
population or about one third of the total
population

Shonld the secession of these two
provinces be as easily accomplished as
that of Panama and there is no substan ¬

tial reTson wliv it should not there is lit
tie doubt that the rest of the States would
follow and probabi lue whole country
become territories annexed to the United
States

GEN REYES MISSION

Gen Reyes ex President of the United
States of Colombia has had a hard time
on his mission of peace and conciliation
Woo he never so earnestly the Panama
ians turn a deaf ear to him The poor fel ¬

low had really nothing worth while to offer
them On the one side the Pauamaians
had a definite alliance with the strongest
and richest Nation in the world were
cure of our protection and could see num-
berless

¬

direct advantages flowing from
commercial and political union with us
Besides they would have the whole of the

10000000 which we proposed to pay Co-

lombia
¬

all to themselves with the annuity
to be paid in the future Nothing in Gen
Reyess repertoire could begin to compare
with these substantial advantages To gu
back to Columbia meant resumption of the
entirely unsatisfactory relations which had
Mibsisted with that Government for the
last century and with which the Panama
iaus are thoroughly disgusted

Failing utterly on the Isthmus Gen
Reyes is coming on to Washington to se
what can be done here Ilo is foredoomed
to as complete a failure here as there
Very uuadvisably he starts on his journej
with threatening lie says that we shal
have to fight the United States of Colom
bia and will fight it as expensively a
Iuglaml cid the Boer war and that Co
lombia will send an army across the conn
try to invade Panama JJoth these art
fciugularly absurd In the first place a
to the Boer war we shall not invade Co
lombia and consequently if he wants tii
do her lighting bhe will have to do it a
by her lonesome over there among her
own mountains W e have no citizens thert
nor interests to protect to theres no g6cu
leason why a Mnsle American s oldie
xhould set foot inside the present boun
daries ot uoloinuia ller lighting will
probably be about as effective as the old
simile of the man trying to wink at a prett
jrirl through green goggles The invasion
of Panama by land is no less preposter ¬

ous Colombia has no army anil stiil
worse has no money to pay for an ami
or supplies Tho Government has been
bankrupt for many jears and the naner
money which it has tried to force into cir
culation was mouths ago before thesi
troubles occurred bringing only about two
cents on the dollar The physical dilll
culties of passing an anu- - along the back
bone of the Isthmus tlnotigh impenetra ¬

ble forests are such as even an American
army would recoil before let alone that oi
another country Certainly no white man
has ever made his waj along that back
bone through the jungle of giant tree
and interlacing vines with thorn v under
brush It is unlikely that even an Indian
lias ever made that journey That the ill
paid undisciplined stunted little creature
which the Colombians usually shirk up fo
udicrs could perform this gigantic task

is as uncredible as a voyage to the moon
Gun Jteyess last card is a propositioi

to remove the Capital of Colombii ti
Panama Even this will be little of a
temptation It is doubtful if the Colom
Liaus would consent to it because tht
dominant class is very proud of Rogots
and the country around it which tbe
term the Italy of America and talk
cliblv about Bogota bcipc the South Anier
ican Athens Giving up Bogota as the
Capital therefore would seem like sur ¬

rendering all of their Nationality worth
having nor would it put the Punainaiaris
la any oeuer position becatiie tliey would
htill be dominated by the politicians from
tbo interior of the country

Gen Reyes must prepare himself for
a return homo with a sorrowful sense of
abject failure
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TBI rnUNOXAL OPERATIONS OF 1843

We have some more figures to be placed
for the purpose of comparison alongside
the disbursement of 3200000000 for pen
sions

The outlook for tho Government at the
beginning of 1SC2 was quito encouraging
to the lover of the Union For six months
Gen McCIcllan had been assembling drill
ing and disciplining around Washington
one of tho miglitieSt armies the world had
overseen and great hopes were entertain ¬

ed of what it would do when it once be-

gan
¬

operations against the enemy Smaller
but still very powerful armies were as ¬

sembling in front of Louisville at Cairo
and in Missouri all ready to be lanched
forward nghiut tlie Confederacy which
it was hoped would go down before their
tcrridic blows

During the previous Summer and Fall
the Government had only maintained with
the greatest difficulty its paper promises
to pay at par nnd the year opened with
them rated in the market at 975 cents
It had hoped to be able to get along with ¬

out much more borrowing and that its
deepest need for money had parsed The
Army of the Potomac still lay in camp in
spite of the murmuring of those who
wanted to press On to Richmond but
Gen Thomas of tho Army of the Ohio won
a brilliant little victory at Mill Spring Tan
10 1S02 which greatly heartened the lov-

ers
¬

of the Union Feb G tho gunboats
knocked Fort Ilenry to pieces and Feb
8 the navy under CommodoreGoldsboro
and the army under Gen Burnide won
cheering successes at Roanoko Island
These were followed Feb 14 13 and 10
by Grants crushing victory at Fort
Donelson Notwithstanding these signal
successes tho money lenders lacked confi-
dence

¬

and the quotations of the United
States securities sank in February to JK5C

cents with gold selling from 35 to D7
cents premium The Treasury needed
money much moro money and Congress
give it power to negotiate short loans to
tide it over until the victories in tho field
would ease up tlie money market and
unlock the vaults of the bankers Feb
25 and March 17 Congress authorized n
short time loan of 150000000 on which
tho Treasury issued in all 71009924710
or moro than four times the authorization
The interest was not to exceed 0 per cent
On these loans tlie Government paid in
all 1878409G84 interest

Still the Government had not money
with which to meet its obligations and re-

sorted
¬

to the desperate expedient of is-

suing
¬

paper money of which 450000000
was authorized Congress corrected the
error made in previous issues of notes by
making them not receivable for duties on
imports and for interest on the public debt
but made them legal tender for all other
debts public and private This legal ten-

der
¬

quality was bitterly opposed by the
Democrats and regarded as doubtful by
some friends of the Union It afterward
required the most severe strain upon the
Supreme Court to got a decision recogniz-
ing

¬

ils constitutionality
It will be seen that no matter what the

money lender lent to the Governmentj
their intcrestand principal were to be paid
in gold The law bolstered up the issue
of greenbacks by making them convertible
into United States interest bearing bonds
of which tho nionr yed men took full ad ¬

vantage in the later years of the war
Even more money was needed than was

provided by all these extraordinary meas-
ures

¬

and Congress authorized another loan
of 500000000 at G per cent payable in
five or 20 years hence the name 5 20s
Of this 514771600 in bonds were issue 1

and sold for greenbacks which were con-

stantly
¬

depreciating in value under the
repulses which the United States arms suf-
fered

¬

during the operations of that year
Just how much gold value was realized

from this issue of 514771000 of this
class of bonds can never be told because
the bonds were sold at various periods dur-
ing

¬

the war for greenbacks which sank
in iLscourse to a gold valuation of 387
cents In addition to the bonds becoming
at least of god value and of making the
holders possibly hundreds of millions of
dollars in every rise from prices ranging
all the way down to 387 cents up to 70
cents the investors received the following
increments as shown by the Treasury
books
Premium G78G01729
Commission l4413li9C8
Interest 29808277382

Total 30721010279
If we add to this the immense profit

from the enhancement of the gold valuo of
the loan from 387 cents upward we shall
find that the lucky lenders of greenbacks
received in principal and interest from
two to three times as much money as they
lent Tlie highest gold value of the green ¬

backs they lent the Government in this
oan was 795 cents and the lowest value

337 cents If we add these together and
divide by two we shall get an average of
91 cents Let us say for convenience
hat their average was 00 cents therefore

tlie total gold value of the 514771000
oaned was 308802900 When there- -

TBE CANAL ZONE

The diagram below gives an idea of tlie
location of the Canal zone which we have
ncquired from the Republic of Panama
The zone will be a strip of land from 10
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fore they Wre paid par In gold for their
bonds the direct cash profit from the pur
chase was 203908960

Therefore for their loan of a gold value
of 308802960 the money lenders re
ceived
Principal repaid according

to face value 51477160000
Interest 20898277582
Commission 144130968
Premium 078601729

Total S2190170279
Deduct gold valuo of loan 30880296000

Total profit 513118S0279
Numbers running into the millions arc

very diflicult for the mind to grasp By
reducing to tho low est terms they will be
easier to understand Put in its simplest
form for every 30S which a man lent
the Government during the trying period
of 1802 he received back in the course of
a few ears S21 making a profit on his
loan of over 513

This exceedingly liberal way in which
the Government treated the men who lent
it money forms n strong contrast to its
treatment of the men who gave something
incomparably more precious than mere
perishing unstable paper dollars and
cents

Even this startling showing does not
wholly cover the financial history of the
Government in trying to get funds to sus-

tain
¬

itself during that awful year which
was marked by the failure of the grand
campaign against Richmond the sorrow-
ful

¬

defeats around Washington the un-

paralleled
¬

slaughter at Fredericksburg the
sickening carnage at Stono River nnd the
bitter repulse of the movement against
Vicksburg

It had to go into tho markets again and
again for short time h loans
for w hlch it paid 3114720 57G interest in
gold in nddition to that which we have
given nboe

This will do for 1802 Next week we
will tako up the financial history of 1SG3

and give some further figures to compare
with tho disbursement of 320000000 fos
pensions

THE NEW CANAL TREATY

This is emphatically a business Admin-

istration
¬

and no time was lost in conclud-
ing

¬

a new canal treaty with the Republic
of Panama The terms of the new treaty
so far as they have been given out seem
entirely satisfactory to the United States
while equally just to the little Republic
Advantage is taken of the experience gain-

ed
¬

by tho discussion of tho Ilay IIerran
treaty in the Senate to remove some of the
flaws then developed The main thing is
the absolute cession of a zone from 10 to
20 miles wide through which the projected
canal is to pass This will giva us in per-
petuity

¬

complete sovereignty over a strip
of eight or 10 miles wide on either side
of the canal with of course all rights to
fortify nnd do any other thing necessary
to tli- - construction complete protection
and proper management of the canal

The cities of Panama and Colonrqtain
their municipal autonomy nnd their con-

nection
¬

with the Government of Panama
but we have an overlordship with Vpglinl
to the maintenance of order and tho sani
tary system which permits ns to do or
compel to bo done all things necessary in
those matters In effect the Republic of
Panama with relation to the zone through
which the canal pisses occupies tbe posi-

tion
¬

of one of our States or Territories as
to the permanent cession of land o the
Government for forts dockyards or other
National purposes Outside of this strip
her sovereignty is unquestioned and will
be protected by us while inside the strip
she still retains such local control as may
be necessary for State and municipal pur-
poses

¬

Probably its relation is more like
that of one of our States to the Counties
and Cities In return we pay to the
Republic of Panama the 10000000 that
we offered to pay the United States of Co-

lombia
¬

together with the annunity This
will put the Treasury of the little Re-
public

¬

in very good shape and enable it
to make improvements and carry out en-

terprises
¬

which have long been regarded
as necessary but which it has been unable
to do owing to the ravenous appetite of
the Bogota officials absorbing all tlie
money that could be squeezed out of the
Isthmians

It was not desired by our Government
that the Capital of Panama should be es-

tablished
¬

in either Panama or Colon but
the people of Panama were insistent that
it should be and the contrary was not
urged There are of course many places
in Panama which would make excellent
sites for the National Capital but the mat ¬

ter is not of much importance as the Re-
public

¬

no matter what may be said about
it will assume a similar place to that of
Hawaii and Porto Rico becoming de
facto if not de jure a Territory of the
United States

Tun advice of the English papers to
the Canadians is to stop pouting and mak ¬

ing faces and behave like men ought to
who have been beaten in a lawsuit where
tlie facts were clearly against them

to 20 miles wide extending from Colon
to Panama substantially along tho Hue
ut present occupied by the railroad

This map will be very useful for future
reference and should bo carefully pre-
served

¬
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Wlla Holcomtt atS4 Larry Have a Lively
Night la the1 KebeljCamps Captured at
Last

As I toldjjyou continued Wills Hol
comb we got inside the picket lino of
the 1st Ga Oavrtll right but then it be-

came
¬

like walking through a powder
mill with your pocket full of matches We
had to go through rebel camps probably
for miles Every minute we should be as
liablo to detection as one is to slip on an
icy pavement

First of all and right away that in-

fernal
¬

reserve guard post had to be reck-
oned

¬

with In addition to the two re-
liefs

¬

off post there were there probablj
a Corporal Sergeant and likely the Oill
cer of the Guard with maybe the Off-
icer

¬

of the Day all likely to be more or
less bothersome If wo were only past
them we would have a show of getitng
through tho camps by presence of mind
and careful cool headed lying The more
I studied the guard post the more diff-
icult

¬

it seemed
It didnt take mo long to find out that

the fire around which the rescrvo guaids
lay was built at tho bottom of a cliff
forming one side of a gap at the top of
the hill just before the roads forked to
run down through the valley Tho Off-
icer

¬

of tlie Guard was probably lying un-
der

¬

a shuck on tho other side of the nar-
row

¬

nap I looked up hopelessly at the
tall cliffs towering into the black dark ¬

ness for some way to get around There
was not the slightest chnncc apparent any-
where

¬

and wo must go nhcad for the
night was passing and we could not nf
ford to dally there We must take our
chances of encountering some Sergeant or
Lieutenant too smart to be deceived and
having to shoot our way through

Slobbering Swackbammcr had disap-
peared

¬

from my front and I supposed he
had been frightened into slinking behind

Presently I felt him give my overcoat
a twitch Turn you critter round an
foller me he whispered Make no noise
Ive done found a way Be mouty kcer
ful

I turned and went back to where I
could make out through the darkness a
rift in the cliff filled with whitish yellow
clay and gravel which had been washed
down by the Winter rains Only its
lightness made it visible in contrast with
tho blackness of the rugged cliff

Never can get the horses up there in
the world I said for the rift seemed only
a little less steep than the cliff

Yes we kin he whispered confidently
Ilosses kin go anywhir a mnn kin climb
without takin hold with his hands Come
on

I now saw a use for his white hanched
old crow bait It became a night ting for
my horse and mo- - to follow He started
stinight up the rift and my horse fol ¬

lowed withoutr hesitation Of course
Larrys followed mine and Very queerly
they became as sure footed an their leader
climbing the steep ascent without a slip
or a misstep At the top of the cliff we
came upon a sort of hog path running near
the edge of tho rocks How in the world
we naido our way along there without a
tumhe which would have sent us tumb ¬

ling down into the gap I dont know Our
whitc rumped leader went right along as
surely as if traveling a beaten road and
our horses followed Only at tho last
minute Larrys horse who had feet some-
thing

¬

like his master you know Larry
would always kick against tho fence-corne- rs

on both sides of a 20 footJane as we
marched along 4 well just as wfp were
pas slngrover thf highest part TtncLcbuId
look directly down on the fire below and
the men sitting around smoking or lying
asleep one of them seemed to hear some-
thing

¬

overhead spoke of it to the rest and
took his pipe out to look up and listen
Larrys horses hoof struck a bowlder
which I imagined at tlie time weighed not
less than a ton and knocked it over the
edge of the cliff It fell with a crash on
the bhack in which the Officer of the
Guard was lying and bounded across tlie
road Into the fire around which the men
were siting and lyinjr badly bruising one
mans leg scattering the fire- - and knock
ing two or three over Tho Officer of the
Guard who probably was not popular
with his men jumped out of the ruins of
his shed revolver in hand to kill the men
who he believed had tried to murder him
while asleep The men were too startled
by the sudden apparition to defend them-
selves

¬

against his accusations and those
who had been hurt by the stone were
yelling with pnin Larry wanted to fire
a few shots Into the fracas to add to tin
interest of the occasion and had already
drawn a bead on the Officer of the Gnard
but I stopped him We had too much
urgent business elsewhere We hurried
off after Swackhammer down a side path
and reached the forks of the road

Let me see said I halting a moment
to survey the landscape ahead and com-
mune

¬

with Larry and Swackhammer
That fellow said that Col Jim Strick-
lands

¬

1st Ga Car was camped on the
left That must bo that first bunch of
fires over there

Yes thats Cunnel Jim Stricklands
rijimint over thar an that thars Cunnel
Phil Davants battalion over thar on
tother side of tho valley said Swack-

hammer
¬

Well as I am Lieut Tom Wilkins of
Col Stricklands regiment nnd I seem
to have a misfit voice said I I guess it
would he safer to play that racket over in
Col Davants battalion Well go to the
light

We heard a horseman come trotting up
the road

nnlt Who comes thero I challenged
boldly

Lieut Wilkins Officer of the Day
answered a thin high voice No wonder
mine had not been recognized

Advance Officer of the Day and
give the countersign I answered with
my carbine at my face

Chaplins Hills he said in a low
voice over the muzzle

Countersigns correct said I lower-
ing

¬

my gun I didnt recognize your
voice Lieutenant Whats up

Tlints just TrtmtMlm goin for to see
Whats all thatralret up at the gyard
post about

Dont know JJst wonderin about
that ourselves We all come down the
other way

Who are yoAptain Lieut Wil ¬

kins inquired hjjtilJu Tills was a poser
I certainly coultKji be Lieut Wilkina
of the 1st Gn Cav any longer I hap ¬

pened to remember about having heard
of Col Sprigging jho commanded a regi-
ment

¬

of Gov JWfifowns Georgia Re ¬

serves and it flasjiepljupon me that would
be the game to pftroI could assume that
they had just comoiback to camp and
consequently would be away over at the
farthest end brincinjciup the rear of what
seemed to be attleast a division So I
answered ill dm

Tin Llent Bosworth of Cunnel Sprig
gins rijimint o Reserves Im carrying
some recruits into camp

Hello the Reserves comin back Got
yo sorghum in have jo ho asked with
a most insulting sneer

I got hot at once In defense of the
reserves to which I had belonged for
about a minnte nnd a half Moughty
lucky for you all that we all done went
home to git our sog eraps in I said sharp-
ly

¬

You alI wotldntve had nothin to
eat if we ill hadnt done bin gone than
you nll layln around camns I halnt heard
that you allvc bin killing- nich a powor
o aankees sence we all uonp went away

O yes jou reserves air greet shakes
e sum vtiii more insultingly

caution my men to be kcerful bout bustin
caps round whar yo air for fear you 11

run away
Well we nll didnt run away tho 22d

of Jnly when we all held Atlanty ngin
half o Shermans army Whar was you
cavalry then Ill not stand any o ycr
slangwhanging at the reserves nor our
Governor whos jest as good a patriot as
Jefferson Davis

I had two objects in view I wanted
to cut short n discussion which might con
sumo too much time and I wanted to
show my recruits that I was not afraid
of the rebel officers of whom they Btood
so much in awe

LAEKYS HOUSES nOOF STRUCK A BOULDEE AKD

OF THE CLIFF

Yore moughty sassy for a reserve
the Officer of the Day answered Blamed
sassy Entirely too sassy But I haint
no time to take hit out of yo I mus go
up an tend to my duty Ill see yo agiu
though Ill come over to yo camp an
hunt yo up

iou can t come none too soon tor me
I nnsweicd as we both started off on our
way Thank goodness were well rid of
him I said to the rest as wo started over
to the right and the camp of Col Da
vants battalion

Well you laid it into him loike a lit-

tle
¬

man said Larry Oi begun to be
quite proud of belonging-- to the reserves
Its just outrageous so it is the way thim
regular Confcds try to run over us militia
just because we wint home to gather our
sorghum They think that nobodys doing
any foighting but thimsilves the wind- -
bags

Thars a passel o men coram up the
road whispered Swackhammer whose
cat like ears never relaxed their tension
for an instant They all are marcliin reg
gerlerly Mus be a provo guard or suth
in Better dodge they uns Lets cut
acrost over the hill

He shied off into a path which only
he saw but we followed the white hanches
of his horse and found our way

Wo could hear tho steady tramp of
what seemed to be about a company on
provost duty They made so much noise
themselves that there was little likelihood
that they wonld hear the little we might
make But they were so long in coming
and pnssing that we got some distance
from the road and presently saw a glim-
mer

¬

of light and heard voices directly
ahead

The divvils grandmother is that an-

other
¬

guard fire asked Larry desper-
ately

¬

getting afraid that we would not
get out of that tangle before daylight

Hold the boys there Larry while
Swackhammer and I go forward and rec
onnoitcr said I

For tho love of Heaven dont b as
long in getting the countersign as ye were
before said Larry or well all be frozen
Into living statues

As wo slipped forward I could hear
tlie voices rising In lively discussion

What In tho world are they doing out
thero nt this timo of night I askid my-

self
¬

In wonderment Holding an emer-
gency

¬

council of war or a drumhead court
martial Its something extraordinary and
that wed better keep away from

Straining my cars I caught one con ¬

nected sentence Hold on Stubbs Wait
your turn Youre not the oldest man
Wait till It comes round to you

Its certainly a drum head court-marti-

I said to myself and theyre voting
on some mans sentence

I knew I ought to go back and try to
find somo way to get around but curios-
ity

¬

drew me forward Possibly I might
help out somo Union man whom they
were trying

Then I caught the words
Tills is cut throat for sho
A man haint no show at all for his

life
Well what else d yo expect when

yoa came heah
All thems dead Put em over In a

pile in the center
That makes seven Party far work

so far
Great Caesar I thought what

wholesale murder
I crept up a little closer with my car-

bine
¬

ready to open out on them and stop
tho proceedings no matter what the cost
might be Then I heard clear aud sharp
on the night air

O come up Its yo ante Whatre
yo keepin us all a waitin fur

Then It flashed on me that Instead of
a midnight court martini it was a gang
of stragglers out there Jn the bushes play- -

ins cards I walked boldly up to tho head
of tbe hollow and looked down My sus
picions were confirmed I saw plainly 10
or 15 of tho usual roustabouts of tho rebel
camps who had found this secluded cove
built a rousing fire there brought with
them a couple of jugs of sorghum whisky
and wero having a pleasant evening play ¬

ing poker on blankets spread before the
fire They would be easily disposed of
Id let Larry attend to them I walked
back and told him the situation

Oill Httind to thim the viHalns said
he Oill tache the rascals to bo out of
quarters ofter taps and blocking tho way
of honest men going about their laygal
business

Larry went to the right of the hollow
and I to the left The men were so tipsy
and so intent on their gameupon which
they had fair sized wads of Confederate
money staked that they did not notice the
noise we made in coming up

Here ye skulking gollywogs Larry
sang out to them covering them with his
Spencer Hands up there ivyery divils
lly blow of ye Out here guzzling and
gambling after taps ye pest hous sweep-
ings

¬

Stand up ivvery mothers son of
yez

Lord hits flint Trish Proro Sarfrint
I always gasped one jumping to his feet and hold--

tag up his hands The Tery devil him-
self

¬

Yii oim jurt that ye lack muzzled
blnggards 01 ought to be after killing
ivverr wanof yes and so saving the ra- -

tlons ye spoil Huddle up there beyant
the folre

The terrified men obeyed Larry
walked down to the jugs with a severe
air of condemnation which I knew cost
him a good deal to- assume in the presence
of so much liquor doubly tempting in the
chill night and broke them with blows
from his carbine butt Phew said he
a the odor rflse on tho nir Pine top
llver rotter the wort that ivver came out
of verdigris eaten still

He had presence of mind enough not
to neglect tho wnda of Confcd lying m the
blanket but gathered them up and stuffed
them in his pockets Where do jez copper-

as-britches belong he asked the
gang

To Cunnel Strlngfellcrs rijimint
they answered

This was a new one on both of us But
we reasoned that it could not be far away
and we saw a chance to get through it in
good shape

Get in line there and start down for
the road and get back to yer camp said
Larry severely You tall man with the

KNOCKED IT OVEK THE EDGE

coon skin cap lade off Moind Oive got
me oye on yez and Oill shoot the first
man that attimpts to run Go wan now

Larry was shrewd enough to keep
them ahead of us and our own squad be ¬

hind us so that no accidental word be-
tween

¬

the two should betray us
The Confed Provo Guard had by this

time got some distance ahead
We made our way down the path to

the main road Tbe men turned and be-
gan

¬

to beg off
I say Paddy began one coaxingly
Who are ye calling Paddy ye vomit

of Ould Nick said Larry savagely Close
that gash of yours before Oi break it
with mo gun barrel

Sergt Patrick said the man chang ¬

ing his tone
Thats more loike growled Larry

Say Sergeant if yo turn we all over
to our Cunnel hell tie we all up by the
thumbs Sho he will

Go wan said Larry Ye desarve it
Ho may shoot some o we uns plead-

ed
¬

the speaker
Go wan Small loss if he does
Say Sergeant Patrick yo cant be

so hard hearted We all never done yo
no harm

Go wan Ye would if ye had the
chance- -

Say Sergeant yove done got a heap
of our money Well let yo keep hit an
say nothin about hit if youll jest turn

r we all loose
Go wan Oi mtind to kape it any¬

how for hidiucc against yer
Sergeant Ive 100 in my pocket new

issue blue back that Ill give yo if youll
turn we all loose

Go wan Fwhafs 100 payable six
months after a tratey of peace with the
United States to me compared with the
performance of me juty

Sergeant we nllll make np 500
amongst us if youll turn we all loose

Go wan Oim not a foivo hundred
dollar man Oid have ye know Oi paid
moren that for the boots Oim ridin in

There was a little consultation among
the men ns we marched along and the
passing of something from one hand to
another We were nearing a group of
camp fires

Sergeant said the speaker desper-
ately

¬

we all cant bo shoved up under
Colonel Stringfellers nose at this hour
o night Hes drunkern a biled owl by
this time an savagern a wild cat spec-
ially

¬

it hes waked up Hes got grudges
agin every ono o we all anll be only
too glad to take em out Heah we all
ve made up 1000 In blue backs new is-

sue
¬

which we Ull gin yo if youll let
we all go

We had now gotten all out of them wo
could for they had showed us ths way
to their camp aud we were only too glad
to get rid of them for it was coming on
toward morning rind we must hurry on

Larry with an entire change of tone
said as ho accepted the wad of Confed

Rayly boys Oil didnt think it was
such an awful thinff to be out of camp
an playing a little hand of poker with a
jug of the rayle stuff on the soide Oid
Iolked to have been there mesilf but juty
forbid Oi had to give yez a scare though
Go wan into your camp now an sneak
into quarters and say nothing and Oill
kape me mouth shut Yez is not half so
bad as Oi had to make out

Wo hurried on for we were still deep
in tho maze of camps Some wo passed
through boldly with the countersign for
ths sleepy guards had little interest be ¬

yond the formality of challenging nnd re¬

ceiving the word of the night Under
Swackhammers guidance we slipped
around two guard posts where there might
have been officers who were inconveniently
curious and we were making rapid prog-
ress

¬

of which we had need for the day
was Dreaaing ana we momentarily ex-
pected

¬

tho unwelcome sound of a head-
quarters

¬

bugle starting the reveille in the
surrounding camps

The camp fires had burned down to
smouldering heaps but the country had
grown more open as we advanced and
there was enough of the fires showine to
indicate that we should have to go fully
r nine lurcner ueiore we got out of the di-
vision

¬
Still wo felt hopeful and that in

another half hour we should pass tho line
of pickets on the farther side Then we
began to see the earlier risers probably
thoso who fouud their beds chill and un-
comfortable

¬
--come out to tlie fires and

stir them up Wo were ourselves dead
tired and stiff with the chill night air
but the excitement kept us up and we
spurred ourselves to hasten forward and
reach the rear before daybreak

Then we heard an Orderly Sergeant in
a camp ahead of us begin to rouse his
company It had probably been ordered
for some specially early duty

We pushed on to get past him before
his company could form down in the road
Then sudden as an apparition a com-
pany

¬

came down from a side road to the
right and tho officer riding in front chal-
lenged

¬

us
I answered Friend with tho mnnUr

sign Jmt I had lost tho advantage of
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challenging him as I should have dontv
had not our atentiou been attracted to thS
Orderly Sergeant

Advanco and giv tho conatnlgn
commanded the officer and I went for
ward Countersigns correct h an
awered But who are you

Lieut Bosworth of Cunnel 8prig
ginss rijimint with recruits I answered
as naturally as I could

Yo air Well Its mouty lucky
met yo You air just tlie gamo Im after
Col Sprigginsa battalion has been dis ¬

banded and his men put in othor xcgi
ments I started out this morning t
gather up all the recruits I could find for
my regiment How many ve yo got To
and them all fall in with ns

This was a stunner but I answered
promptly Ill do nothin of the kind Im
ordered to find Col Spriggins with my
men nnd Im a gwino there Git out o
the road and let me pass

I noticed Larry was alongside of ma
with his carbine barrel raised ready

I haint no timo to argy with yo ha
said peremptorily I got a heap to do
to day Yo fall in there as I told yo
without any further fuss

Ho was so determined that I saw there
was no uso In wasting any more words
and Larry arrived at tlie same conclusion
for he brought his gun barrel down on the
Lieutenants head knocking him out of
his saddle nnd I yelled to tlie boys to for-
ward

¬

They started on the run after my
horse and I turned and fired a shot back
to increase tha confusion in tho Lieuten-
ants

¬

company which had not been pre¬
pared for such an event My shot how-
ever

¬

alarmed tho Orderly Sergeant who
was forming his companyin the roid and
they hastily matched up their arms to be
ready for whatever might happen Wa
rushed through them Larry and I knock
ing the first down with our carbine barrels
with my boys to their credit aiding nobly
with tho sticks they had been carrying for
canes We got through the Orderly-Sergeant- s

company and Larry and I turned
and fired a couple of shots at them to de¬

ter them from pursuing
The confusion among them however

was only momentary Both companies
speedily pulled themselves together and
started down the road after us Swack ¬

hammer in some mysterious way had
wriggled through and I noticed the white
hanch of his horse ahead leading us as
before It was like the white plume of
that fellow in tho poem that we used to
spout at school The thing was awfully
desperate for they could speedily overtake
my men on foot I began looking for a
narrow place where Larry and I could
turn around and fire on them to hold them
back while the men got away Just then
I noticed Swackhammer turn suddenly ont
of the road into some cedars and we fol-
lowed

¬

him into a swamp As we mado
our way down the bed of the creek we
heard tho companies rush on down the
road In pursuit The bugles were now
sounding the reveille all through the camp
nnd we could hear the men turning out
with the 3onnds of the shots to hurry them
up We turned and twisted so much in
our road that I was bewildered which way
we were going and at times feared we
were heading back for the camps butpresently we struck a lane on the other
side of the hill from the main road and
rusnea uown ix

The pickets right ahead said Swack ¬
hammer to me You go on and ride right
over em We haint no time to stop

The picket post had been aroused by
the noise of the firing and the Teserve ns
well as the videt on post were standing
gun In hand shivering nervously in the
chill morning air trying to make out
what was happening Larry and I caught
sight of them as quickly as they did of us
and spurring our jaded horses for a final
rush rode square at them receiving their
wild fire and giving them a couple of
shots apiece in return We were through
them in an instant they jumping over be-
hind

¬

a fence for protection We went
down the road a little ways until we were
out of their sight and then turned oft
again into the brush and after an hours
hard traveling our hearts were lifted by
the sight of the morning sun gleaming on
the distant spires of Atlants We seemed
safe at last but the thought of this after
our awful nights work took all life and
energy from us We had done all that
men could nnd now that it seemed we
were almost within our own lines our feet
refused to take another step The rebel
camps seemed so far away All sound
from them had ceased for it appeared an
age

For the howly mithers sake said
Larry Lets foind some place and lolo
down and rest Im clear bate out I
cant go another rod fur the loife of me
and whats the use Our pickets must bo
right over there some place

Swackhammer led us up into a clump
of cedars which entirely hid us from view
in every direction and we all threw our¬

selves on the ground in utter exhaustion
but before we did so Larry pulling out of
his pocket 1000 Confed which the strag-
glers

¬

had given him said to Swackham-
mer

¬

Swaclr Ove said a good many avil
things agin yo for which Im moighty
sorry I take them all back Yeve been
a man and yeve helped ns ont of a
moighty tight place I take off my hat
and humbly apologize for all Oive said
Take tins money Yove anted it

Swackhammer grinned a sickly ser-
vile

¬

grin and shoved the money into soma
hole in his rags Larry piled down on tha
blanket which I had spread out and wo
were soon fast asleep It was past noon
and the sun was shining brightly when I
was awakened up by a kick in my side
and opened my eyes to see a rebel Cap-
tain

¬

standing over mo with a cocked revol-
ver

¬

Get up Yanki he said Ive dono
got yer

I sat up and looked around and there
stood Swackhammer skulking behind a
tree with a grin of evil triumph on his
face I saw it all in an instant His un¬

conquerable propensity for spying and be¬

traying had overcome him again and after
leading us to a place of safety he could
not resist tlie temptation to betray us
again into the hnd9 of tlie rebels

To be continued

The Government of Panama starts
without a navy but sha has a very oblig ¬

ing big neighbor who Is disposed to allow
her to play with his as much as she wants
to

This is not Panamas first secession In
1840 after enduring for years the nils
government from Bogota she withdrew
but came back a few years later when her
own kind of men seized the power at tho
Colombian capital

The London papers profess to have
news that German capitalists stand ready
to build tho Isthmian Canal in tho event
of the United States failing to do so but
that they have had an intimation from
this Government that it will permit no
canal controlled by foreigners nor on
which it can not fortify and defend

Congressman Vespasian Wabnbb la
definitely announced as a candidate for tho
Republican nomination for Governor of
Illinois He is an unusually strong man
and regarded aa more of a vote getter for
the ticket than any other man in the Stato
who can bo put up He Is a nativa Illi
notsian having been born in Dewitt Coun-

ty
¬

In 1842 and was studying law when ha
enlisted in 1861 in the 20th 111 in which
ho carried hismusket for a year Then
he was given a commission as Second
Lieutenant and was mustered out in 1866

after five yeare service as a Captain and
brevet Major He received a gunshot
wound at Shiloh and other hurts at other
places but was constantly with his regi
lnent until tha end ot the war when ho
went onto tho plains and engaged in a
campaign against the Indians He was
Colonel and of
Illinois through the admmistratimis of
three Governors and was elected to tha
54th Congress He has been continually
reelected since with a constantly increas¬

ing majority
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